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Adult to Kid
Communication

By Christine Chen

Dear Ms. Chen,
I recently purchased a pair of shoes for
my daughter that she has been wanting
for months and months. I have to admit
that I really didn't like these shoes. But, I
gave in after my husband came home with
a pair saying they were the most comfort-
able shoes he had ever worn.

These shoes are unisex. They are a huge
hit where we live. Many kids, and now
adults, are wearing them. As you can imag-
ine, my daughter wants to wear the shoes
everywhere since she had to wait so long
to get them. She, too, thinks they are the
most comfortable shoes ever.

The other day we went to my daughter's
math tutor, and of course, she was wearing
them. When we walked in, she was very
proud to show her teacher. Her teacher
was not as thrilled over them and made the
comment that she just didn't get the popu-
larity and would never buy a pair.

Of course, my daughter's bubble
seemed to burst and I was feeling a little
bad for her. Then, as we were getting ready
to leave, another student was waiting with
her mother. As my daughter walked by,
the mother made the comment—while
shaking her head—that she just didn't get
the rage over these shoes. My daughter's
teacher and this mother proceeded to talk
about the shoes as we walked out. I could
tell that my daughter's feelings were hurt.
Should I have said something? I wanted to,
but wasn't sure how.

—Nancy

Continued on page 57
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Adult to Kid Communication
Continued from page 25

Dear Nancy,
My first instinct, as a mother also, is to find a new teacher! I am al-
ways amazed how tactless and rude adults can be to children. We are
to be examples to our children. We spend a lot of time complaining
about how rude kids are today, but I have seen adults, who should
know better, say some unkind things to children.

I don't believe it is wise to confront comments like this with anger,
especially in front of your child. After the comment was made by the
teacher about the shoes, I might have said something like, "I know, I
thought the same thing about these shoes, but after trying on a pair
myself, I can see why so many people love them." You might even
want to add, for your daughter's benefit, "They are starting to grow
on me and now I might even buy a pair." Now, go out and buy a pair
and wear them with pride to every tutoring lesson! I'm just kidding
—well, kind of.

A new school year is starting and now is a good time for adults,
including teachers, to think about how we respond to children we
may come in contact with in the classroom, on the playground, or at
school events. Here are just a few things to consider:

• Follow the "Golden Rule." We are so quick to teach our children
to treat others the way we would like to be treated, but do we really
follow that rule when we are around other children or our own, for
that matter. It all boils down to respect. Whether a child is five or
fifteen, they all like to be shown respect. I believe a good way to look
at it, if you have children of your own, is to ask yourself this ques-
tion, "If this was my child, how would I want her to be treated in
this situation?" When teaching, I frequently ask myself this question,
especially if a child is misbehaving. This question gives a new perspec-
tive to the situation.

• Think before you talk. Sometimes, the comments that come out
of an adult's mouth to children from normally well mannered and
well liked adults are just downright rude! We have all done it, haven't
we? I'm sure your daughter's math tutor is a wonderful person and
would never have made such a comment if you were wearing those
shoes. Why then, do adults think kids don't have feelings too? Be
as thoughtful with your words, and body language (which could be
another whole article in itself), when speaking with children as you
would with an adult.

• Don't ignore children. Yes, I believe children should not inter-
rupt, however, adults can be very quick to dismiss a child who is
asking a question or is making a comment. Take time, put down the
book or whatever you are doing, make eye contact, and show an in-
terest. Again, treat children with respect. I can't tell you how many
times I have watched my own children go up to a counter in a store
to ask a question or to pay for a purchase only to be ignored by the
sales clerk. I have even watched a sales clerk look past a child to help
the next customer.

• Smile. It's not that difficult! Need I say more?

I realize I have turned your question into a reminder (or lecture)
to us "grown ups." However, when I hear of a situation such as yours,
I'm reminded that we all need to remember the feelings of children
more than we do. Can you just imagine how kids might respond if
all adults treated them with respect? Wow, now that would be some-
thing! ©

Fool-Proof Tips for Planning Parties
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entertainers!

WHO TO CHOOSE?
Without a recommendation from an outside source, an entertainer
may or may not be exactly what the parent is looking for. How is the
parent to know during a brief phone call? Ask for recommendations
from your friends to see who may have been good at other parties.
Their experience can save you a world of trouble and ensure a great
party.

When you amass your recommendations, begin calling the names
on your list. Let's say you have decided to hire a clown to entertain
at her four-year-old's circus-themed party. Here is a handy list of
questions that you might ask the entertainer during the initial phone
call:

• What does your "clown" routine entail?
• What do you consider your specialty?
• What age range is your show geared for? Ask them to distinguish
why they are the best for a four-year-old's party.
• What is the length of your show?
• How do you make the birthday child feel special?
• What is the cost? Are there any extra costs, e.g. traveling fees to our
home?

• What is the deposit?
• What is the payment process?
• Are you available on my party date?
• Do you have any references?
• Can I come by another party to see a performance? (Good to do
when you have almost 100% decided on one entertainer.)
• What is the policy if you cannot make the performance? (Even when
you believe you've hired a reputable entertainer, he or she might leave
you in a bind if something better comes along! Getting the agreement
in writing may circumvent the entertainer changing his plans at the
last minute.)

OTHER HELPFUL TIPS ...
• Hire your entertainer as early as possible. The earlier, the better!
• Ask if there is a contract. If it's crucial that the entertainer make
the party, insist on one.
• Know what you are signing!! Read over the paperwork carefully
and make sure that you agree as to what happens if your entertainer
cannot attend your event for the exact hours contracted.
• Confirm your event with the entertainer a few days before the
event. Specifically, go over the exact time the entertainer will arrive
and the "flow" of the event.
• Discuss your expectations and really understand what is going to
take place during the entertainer's performance. This way both of you
will have a good understanding of what to expect.

Remember that hiring an entertainer is meant to take pressure off
of the parents! An entertainer will keep the kids happy, entertained,
and busy anywhere from 45 minutes to well over an hour. If a parent
has done her homework, chosen carefully, and confirmed everything
she should be able to breathe a sigh of relief and enjoy the fun as much
as the kids! ©

More essential hints on how to plan the perfect children's party
are available at www.pepperspollywogs.com.
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